
Harvey Steiman’s Recommended Australian Reds
For complete reviews, see our Buying Guides or the Wine Ratings search at www.winespectator.com.  

An alphabetical listing of all wines tasted for this report is available at www.winespectator.com/101508.

Top Wines
wine	 Score	P rice

Clarendon Hills  Astralis Clarendon 2006	 98	 $325
Big, but amazingly supple, graceful and pure, offering  
cascades of wild blueberry, black cherry and plum fruit.

Clarendon Hills  Syrah Clarendon Liandra 2006	 97	 $78
Velvety and terrifically focused. Laser beam of blueberry,  
boysenberry and plum, with hints of allspice and pepper.

Henschke  Hill of Grace Eden Valley 2004	 97	 $625
Ripe and supple, with pepper and dark chocolate nuances  
and focused cherry, plum and fresh orange peel flavors.

Mollydooker  Shiraz McLaren Vale 	 96	 $185 
Velvet Glove 2007
Lithe, generous and beautifully proportioned, offering a  
seamless array of dark plum, blueberry and sandalwood.

Two Hands  Ares Barossa Valley-McLaren Vale 2006	 96	 $200
A plush mouthful of cherry, blackberry and creamy spice  
flavors that linger on the long, open-textured finish.

Jim Barry  Shiraz Clare Valley The Armagh 2005	 95	 $175
Rich, ripe and beautifully focused on its boysenberry, pome-
granate and rhubarb flavors.

Betts & Scholl  Shiraz Barossa Valley 	 95	 $79 
Black Betty 2006
Beautifully knit, a seamless wine with supple texture and gor-
geous blackberry, plum, subtle Asian spices and cinnamon.

Clarendon Hills  Syrah Clarendon Brookman 2006	 95	 $100
Lithe and elegant, all velvet and grace, with gorgeous black-
berry and blueberry character.

First Drop  Shiraz Barossa Valley The Cream 2005	 95	 $100
A bit reticent on the nose, but positively explosive in flavor. 
A bold, mouthfilling expression of Barossa Shiraz.

Mollydooker  Shiraz McLaren Vale 	 95	 $90 
Carnival of Love 2007
Big, rich and terrifically ripe. A lithe mouthful of pure blue-
berry, wild blueberry and Asian spices.

Oliver’s Taranga  Shiraz McLaren Vale 	 95	 $56 
Expatriate 2005
Big, rich, round and plush. A plump mouthful of plum, blue-
berry, cream and spice flavors.

Torbreck  RunRig Barossa Valley 2005	 95	 $225
Firm, focused, highly aromatic, offering floral accents to the 
dense blackberry, cherry and mineral flavors.

Two Hands  Shiraz Barossa Valley 	 95	 $120 
Coach House Block Single Vineyard 2006
Plush and resonant with gorgeous black cherry, plum and  
licorice flavors that glide smoothly over polished tannins.

Top Values
wine 	 Score	P rice

Jim Barry  Shiraz Clare Valley The Lodge Hill 2006	 91	 $20
Bright and effusive, slipping a spicy note into the mix as the 
blackberry and red cherry flavors pop.

Top Values (continued)
wine 	 Score	P rice

Heath Wines  Shiraz Barossa Valley	  91	 $19 
Southern Sisters Reserve 2004			 
Not a big wine, but plays out its coffee- and cinnamon- 
scented black plum, blackberry and cherry fruit with restraint.

Peter Lehmann  Shiraz Barossa 2005	 91	 $15
Round and generous. A lively mouthful of cherry, tobacco 
and earthy spice flavors, lingering impressively on the finish.

Razor’s Edge  Shiraz-Grenache McLaren Vale 2006	 91	 $13
A gorgeous mouthful of ripe blackberry, plum, cherry and  
exotic spices, with hints of leather and brown sugar.

Yalumba  Shiraz-Viognier Barossa 2006	 91	 $18
Ripe and expressive, with a purity and clarity to the blue-
berry, plum and white pepper flavors.

Green Point  Cabernet-Shiraz Victoria 2005	 90	 $18
A juicy mouthful of currant and blackberry flavors shaded 
with hints of roasted meat and cedar.

Penley  Cabernet Sauvignon Coonawarra 	 90	 $20 
Phoenix 2006
Lithe and appealing for its transparency and pretty currant 
and berry flavors, shaded with hints of earth and herb.

Pure Love  Shiraz Barossa Valley Layer Cake 2006	 90	 $16
Smooth and round, with plenty of personality, offering juicy 
raspberry and plum flavors.

Wayne Thomas  Shiraz McLaren Vale 2006	 90	 $17
Bright and distinctive for its wild cherry and roasted beet  
aromas and flavors. Long, pointed finish.

Nine Stones  Shiraz Barossa 2006	 89	 $14
Lithe, supple and graceful, with a hint of brown sugar at  
the edge of ripe cherry and spice flavors.

Greg Norman Estates  Shiraz 	 89	 $15 
Limestone Coast 2006
Crisp in texture, with an overlay of earthy, green olive  
character over a taut core of blackberry and tar.

Tintara  Shiraz McLaren Vale 2005	 89	 $18
Smooth and velvety, with an attractive range of plum, red 
berry and mint flavors mingling well.

Jacob’s Creek  Shiraz South Australia Reserve 2005	 88	 $12
Lithe and appealing for a sense of delicacy to go along with 
the focused cherry and plum flavors. Refined tannins.

Jip Jip Rocks  Shiraz-Cabernet Limestone Coast 2007	 88	 $15
Crisp in texture, with chai tea–like spices hovering around 
lovely cherry and boysenberry fruit.

Rosemount  Cabernet Sauvignon 	 88	 $16 
Mudgee Show Reserve 2005
Juicy blueberry and currant fruit at the core.

Heartland  Stickleback Red South Australia 2006	 87	 $12
Crisp tannins and acidity balance blackberry and black olive.

Red Heads Studio  Yard Dog Red 	 87	 $10 
South Eastern Australia 2006
Lots of red fruit flavors, raspberry, cherry and a hint of earth.


